
Part III: Showing What Are Distinguishing Signs of Truly Gracious
and Holy Affections (Signs 1-3)

1. Review from previous weeks

2. First Sign:  Spiritual origin of affections

a. Description 

b. Comments on applications

3. Second Sign:  Appreciation of divine things in themselves

a. Description 

b. Application to self

c. Application to others

d. Application to ministries

4. Third Sign:  Love for the holiness of divine things

a. Description 

b. Application to self

c. Application to others

d. Application to ministries

5. Reading from Miscellanies: 638  Vanishing of Shades.  
There is a harmony between the methods of God’s providence in the natural
and religious world, in this as well as many other things: that as when day
succeeds the night, and the one comes on and the other gradually ceases,
those lesser lights that serve to give light in the absence of the sun gradually
vanish as the sun approaches.  One star vanishes after another as daylight
increases: the lesser stars first and the greater ones afterwards.  The same star
gradually vanishes till at length it wholly disappears and all these lesser lights
are extinguished and the sun appears in his full glory above the horizon. So
when the day of the gospel dawned, the ceremonies of the Old Testament and
ordinances of the law of Moses that were only appointed to give light in the
absence of the sun of righteousness (or until Christ should appear), and shone
only with a borrowed and reflected light (like the planets), were gradually
abolished one after another, and the same ordinance gradually ceased, and
those ordinances that were principal (one of which was the Jewish sabbath)
continued longest. There were a multitude of those ceremonies, which was a
sign of their imperfection, but they altogether did but imperfectly supply the
place of the sun of righteousness. But when the sun of righteousness is come,
there is no need of them. When the true sacrifice is come, there is no need of
any of the legal sacrifices. When Christ is come and gives and introduces the
gospel, that is the ministration of the Spirit, there is no more need of
ceremonies in worship. But the time is now come that men must worship God
in spirit and truth. So there is a multitude of stars that shine in the night, but
they altogether do but very imperfectly supply the absence of the sun. But
when the sun rises, they all vanish, and we find no want of them.


