Author's Preface

Review from last week

Why Jonathan Edwards wrote the book

Errors Within vs Errors Without

a. Scripture

b. History

c. Today

4. Reading from Miscellanies: 82 Decree.

"They say, to what purpose are praying and striving and attending on means,
if all was irreversibly determined by God before? But to say that all was
determined before these prayers and striving is a very wrong way of speaking,
and begets those ideas in the mind which correspond to no realities with
respect to God. His decrees of our everlasting state were not before our
prayers and strivings, for these are as much present with God from all eternity
as they are the moment they are present with us. They are present as part of
his decree, or rather as the same, and they did as really exist in eternity with
respect to God as much at one time as another. Therefore we can no more
fairly argue that these will be in vain because God has foredetermined, than we
can that they would be in vain if they existed as soon as the decree; for so they
do, inasmuch as they are a part of it."
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